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“The assistant Immigration Officer then has no means whatever to check the continu-

ous flow of illicit immigration from the Chittagong side across the Burma Boundary XXxxxXxxxxx

reproduce from his records the following statistic of migration. Evacuees 3400

N

(02-006)

Rangoon 28 Ste 95 Han ble U Aung Ban care depcom Akyab. X Ref 1927 stop Hr
desires me to reply you as follows stop ref your telegram dated 26 Mar stop rupees twenty
thousand of internally displaced persons stop inview of allotment (50) of two and half lakh and
forty thousand already made to depcom Akyab to meet expenditure on relief, supplies and
forest produce for rehousing respectively present request for thirty thousand for quote other
relief unquote being considered in consideration ith x Akyab Stop.
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Inspected the drain named dslia creek. This big drain was entinely left unheaded. It runs
through the heart of the Akyab town and sub-drains of the town flows into it. The bad smell from
this drain was intolerable and greatly detrimental to the health of public xxx | also feel that unless

we can have the proper constructions it will be injurious to the general health of the public.
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Handing-over note.
| propose to deal with special problems in this note. | dealt with these problems although
they belonged to Ministries other than that for Minorities in order to prevent failures in depart-
ments or give trouble. | have even made policy decisions in emergencies on my own responsi-
bility, obtaining approval from the Minister concerned later on.

3. Foreshore Protection

The Akyab foreshore has been eroded in serveral plaaces and in one particular spot
the sea has encroached over two streets and will soon be breaching the main road to Cherogeah
creek. After considerable trouble | managed to get the Superintending Engineer, Martime Circle,
and Mr. Warwick, Chief Engineer of port Commissioner to visit Akyab and make preliminary
examination that a complete survey of the various depths of the fore-shore be taken, the ser-
vices of two Marine Surveyours were obtained through the good offices of the Nautical Adviser
to the Government to the Union of Burma. The blue print of the soundings has been prepared
and has been sent to the Superintending Engineer, Martime Circle, for study together with Mr.
Warwick and final recommendations as to the best measures to be taken to protect the fore-
shore from further erosion. Nothing has been heard of this for some time and the matter should
be pursued in Rangoon.

4. Akyab Port.
The STEM was very sympathetic with regard to the rehabilition of the Akyab port. Mr.

Bremningan, expart on ports, has visited Akyabl has submitted his recommendations. In addi-
tion to clearing up wreakages and derelict, ships in the harbour, the great need for the services
of a dreger has been stressed by him. A suitable dredger has been looked for by the STEM all
over the world; but none is available. | understand that the question of building the right type
dredger for work at Akyab and other places in this Division is being actively considered by the
CA and Government. This matter also requires pushing as the main jetty will remain unused by
ocean-going vessels until and unless the harbour has been properly dredged.

5. SAMB and Paddy Purchase

A great number of difficulties which arose early in the season have been surmounted
as the result in the first instance on the visit of the Honable Boh Khin Maung Glay and very
recently of the visit of the Chief Procurement Officer, SAMB. Although the purchasing season is
well advanced, difficulties are likely to arise and as the paddy and rice trade is the only major
trade on which this district is dependant, such difficultlies should be resolved with the minimum
of delay and , if necessary, orders should be issued by local officers on your own responsibility
as done by me in the past. As far as | am aware, the Akyab district Rice and Paddy
Procurement Board under the Chairman ship of the Deputy Commissioner, Akyab has been
functioning efficiently; but as this Board has very little power to depart from established prac-
tice and as the Executive Officer (Rice), Akyab, is much tied down by hard and fast rules, and
instructions, they are not in a position to deal effectively with sudden emergencies out side of
routine.
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There is a general complaint that non-nationals have far too great a share of this trade
and that notionals on the other hand have too little a share. This aspect may by watched and
any opportunity to make a change for the betterment of the nationals should be taken adventage
of The United Commercial Bank which | helped to to Akyab has been of some help to the
nationals to increase their activity in this trade; but not to the extent that chould be wishes for as
the bank was established late in the season and formalities for obtaining quick credits take a
long time to complete. | anticipate this bank giving considrably large credits and facilities to
nationals during the next paddy season and thus be a congent factor in giving nationals the
share of the trade.

(02-9)

6. General Remarks

I have invariably discassed all problems with officers before making any decisions on
putting up any proposals at Rangoon. The commissioner has inveribly been consulted by me in
all problems and | have worked very closely with him. You will not find much correspondence
between the commissioner and | as most of our work has been done verablly across a table or
over the telephone. No important matters which require pushin in Rangoon, it is usual for the
commissioner to send me a copy of his letter to the Ministry concerned so that, | am in a
position to understand what is happening and to help in getting the right orders passed quickly.

*hkkkkkkkkkkkk
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CHAPTER XXV
Capture of Akyab

An account of the retreat from Burma would be incomplete without some reference to
events in Arakan, and more particularly in the area of the part of Akyab. Some details of the
work carried out by the karen levies and the commandos, and of events in the Bhamo-Kyitkyina
area at the close of the champaign are also necessary.

Akyab as a point of entry into Burma was of negligible importance. It was of value,
howeveras an air base, whilst its proximity to India and its position on the Bay of Bengal made
it a prize of considerable importance to the Japanese. It was necessary therefore, to deny it to
them as long as possible. Akyab, for the defence of which Central Head quarters, India, had
assumed direct responsiblility, was also the centre of a rece producing area. It had several
large mills, and its main export was the grain crop of Arakan.

Prior to the fall of Rangoon the Japanese invasion of Burma had no vital effect on Akyab.
At the end of January 1942 its defences had been augmented by the arrival of the 14th Battallian
7th Rajput Regiment which relieved 23 Garrison Company. Indian refugees from Rangoon and
lower Burma, crossing to the Arakan Coast through the Taungup pass from Prome, were crowding
into the port. In the later part of February the R.A. F, forced to evacuate the Rangoon airfields,
Strengthened its force in Akyab.

After the capture of Rangoon by the Japanese, Akyab was organised as a naval base
under cammondore Craham, R.N. Commending Burma Coast. There were also statione the
R.l. N. Sloops 'Sutly' and 'Indus' and four L.N.D. vessels. From the base there seperated five
armed motor launches named by the personnel of the B.R. N. V. R. to prevent hostile infiltra-
tion. But this force was not adequate for the task. which was made more difficult by the strain of
evacuating a mass of refugees streaming out of Burma. Between of March and the Beginning
a May, thirty-five thousand persons were sent to India by sea from Akyab and the small island
port of Kyaukpyu.

In view of importance of Akyab as an air base it was decided early in March to Strengthen
further the forces there. Acc rijngly, Headquarter 109th Brigade with the 6th Battallian 9th Jet
ent and 9th Bdattallian 7th Rajput Regiment together with anti-airaraft guns were despatched
to Akyab, arriving there on 18 March.

On 23 March the Japanese occupied the Admans from which a small garrison had
already been evacuated on 12 march under the orders on the ABBA Command. Although the
islands were not occupied by the Japanese until 23 March the fact that they could not be de-
fended constituted a serious threat to the security of shipping entering Rangoon river and was
one of the factors bearing on the question of the evacuation of Rangoon. On 23 March, too
Akyab was subject to a heavy air raid, this being repeated the following day. Just previous to i,
the Magwe airfield had also been attacked. The result of the raids was the victual extinction of
the British airforce in Burma, and the discussion made to eomply Akyab only as an advanced
landing ground. Headquarters 109 Brigade and the two newly arrived battallians were at once
withdrawn. The remaining military garrison then consisted of the 14th Battallian 7th Rajput
Regiment, one section 67th Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment, and two troops 1st Indian Light Anti-
Aircraft Regiment.

From that date Akyab, its air-fields, and harbour and the naval craft based on it were
subject to frequent air attacks. The first raids immadiately resulted in a drop both in the military
and civilian morale. There were numerous desertions amongst the troops and the civil police.
Despite the protests of the naval and military authorities the commissioner, Arkan Division,
evacuated with nearly all his civilian officers on 30 March. The Deputy commissioner of Arakan
and some telegraph Officers elected to remain at therir posts, but civil Administrative through-
out Arakan was then wholly at an end. Anson was not in frequent in the Port. Rice mills were
fired, and a large comflagration threatened the impartant oil installations of the Burmah Qil
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Company Limited. Civil unrest in Akyab and throughout Arakan increased on 13 April the town
and island of Akyab were placed under Martial Law.

Deserters from the Burma Frontier Force and the Burma Military police joined the forces
of unrest and together with a gang of Arakanese, took part in the massacre of Indians, mostly
women and children, Gopethaung on 15 April. The general state of disorder was particularly
marked south of Kyaktaw and east the caladan river. From about mid-april the prevailing unrest
had assumed a definietly rebellious aspect, and patrols of the Rajputs were engaged in several
skirmishes against parties of Thakins and others on 21 April the Deputy Commissioner
telegraphed a message to the following effect to the Burma Government.

"This is report on situatio in Akyab district, State of open rebellian exists which
should be quelled only by military as owing to breakdown of civil (Administration)
what is left of civil police is grossly unreliable. In Kyauktaw and Akyab sub-divi-
sion gangs of rebels suported by deserters from Frontier Force with larger quan-
tities of arms an amunitions and the extreme section of Arakan National Con-
gress have done incalculable damage to life and property. Arson and looting are
rempant and the ground is being prepared for enemy infiltration."

The existing garrison of Akyab and the naval patrols were of course quite inadequate to
deal effectively with the situation or to prevent the advance of the Japanese. On 11, April a naval
patrol from Kyaukpyu, learnt that two hundred and fifty armed Burmes with Japanese officers
had arrived at Taungup on the previous day. They had lunches and boats. This party proceeded
to work its may up the coast via onto Minbya, a centre of rebel activity.

Towards the end of April Japanese aerial activity further increased, and there was no
doubt left that a hostile force was concentrating in the Minbya. area for an advance on Akyab
. On 1, May two motor lunches of S. R. N. V. R. ware separately engaged by this force near
Minbya. Four field guns were reported to have been employed by them and casualties were
suffered on board the lunches.

Next day the hostile force was in Kyauktaw and Fonnagyen. A Rajut potrel was sent out
that evening in launcaes ixate the force. On the morning of 3 May these vessele were tried on
by machine-gun on a reach of the Kalwian river slow Ponnagyu. Several of the fire was re-
turned and one of launches brought its two pounder gun into action.

That day Akyab was subjecxted to a series of air raids, one of them by twenty-seven
heavy bombing aircraft. This particular raid did appreciable damage to building, military stores,
and equipment. Rations not as and four armoured carriers were destroyed, and the reserve
ammunition of the garrison was blown up. About twenty casualities were also sustained.

The role of the Akyab garrison; was to defend the airfield as long as possible. If a serious
attack was made on the port, demalitions were to be carried out and the garrison to be with-
drawn overland towards Chittagong. The officer commanding the garrison considered that the
pretention of the port was so longer within the capcity of his force. The troops were in a low
state of training , in addition they were debilitated by maliria and shaken by the air raids. There
were indications of the presence of regular Japanese Troops who would probably attack Akyab
before the morning of 4 May. The coast road was flooded and the island route was already
threatened, if not cut. since the Japanese were at Ponagvuam. Having regarded to this state of
affairs be determined to carry out sn evacutaion by sea that night. Demolitions were ordered to
be effected.

Guns and heavy equipments were loaded onto the ships "Heinrich Jessen" and "Hydari"
and after dark troops were embarked. Naval demolitions were carried out in the port and sur-
plus vesels sunk. In the early hours of 4 May the forces had abandaned Akyab.’

(1. The Japanese account, History of the Japanese 15th. Armay P.24 refer to the cap-
ture of Akyab thus; " Despite it strategic importance Akyab was not strogly held. order from
Army Division (33) despatched one infantry Company and one half of the M.G. Company to
Akyab, by road and water transport and the town was occupied with little opposition" (601/778/
n).
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Armey ations.

R.AF = Royal Air Force.

R.I H. = Royal Indian Heavy

L.N.D = Light Naval Defence.

B.R.N.VR = Burma Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve
AB.D.A = American British Duten Australism.

(Extract "The Retreat from Burma 154-42, Edited by "Bisheshwar Prasad, D. Litt. Official
History of the Indian armed Forces in the Second World War 1939-45
Capaigns in the Eastern Theatre
"The Retreat From Burma"
1941-42
Combined Inter-services Historical Section
(India & Pakistan)
Page: 358-360.
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